SAASABSSODALLLAADRANDS DDD || | 


Foun 14; die Eg \ I&7 8. 


Ordered-, 


FF" HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be re-. 
 turnedto. Dr. Stillingfleet, Dean of St. Pauls, 
{for his Sermon yeſterday Preached before. his 
' Houſe at St. Margarets Weſtminſter *. And. that. he be. 
; deſired to Print his Sermon. ; 
; And Coll. Tits. is defixed: to. give. him the. 
| Thanks of the Houſe; and to. acquaint him with. 
the defire of this Houſe to Print his Sermon. 


Will Golledbrngy = 
C ey. Dom. Com. 
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-1,Sam. 12. 24,.25- 


Only fear the Lord, and ſ, erve bim in truth with: all yonr 
beart : for confider bow great things be hath: done- for 
Joh. I L 


But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed bath 
Je and your King. 


Q2AINRST hath been well obſerved by ſome, 
7 mn | DDY 0 . 
$553 that thoſe who look at a diſtance 
> upon humane—affairs are apt to 
IJ - think that the good or bad ſucceſs 
WWD of them depends wholly upon the 
Wiſdom and Condudt of thoſe who manage:them, 
others. who look nearer into them and difcern 


the many intervening and unforeſeen accidents | 


which often alter and diſappoint the Counſels of 
men, are ready to attribute the events of things 
rather to Chance than Wiſdom : but thoſe who 
have made the deepeſt ſearch and the ſtricteſt en- 

QuITY, 


»O 


2 


Pal. 7 3+ 
17, 22. 


Prov. 19. 


]2, 
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quiry,have moſt firmly believed a Divine Provi- 
dence which over: rules all the Counſels and Af- 
fairs of men; and lometimes blaſts the moſt pro- 
bable-deſfigns, ſometimes proſpers the moſt un- 


likely attemprs, to letus ſcerhat though there be 


m.ny devices in mens heaxts , yet. the Counſel of the Lord 
that ſhall ſtand. We live in an Age not over 
prone to admire and take notice of any remarka- 
ble inſtances of Divine Providence either in our 
preſervation from dangers or deliverances out of 


them ; for ſo great is the ſecurity of {ſome men 
that they areunwilling to apprehend any danger 


till they fall into it, and if they eſcape will hard- 


ly believe they were ever init; and ſuch is the 


concernment of others to baffle all evidences of 
truth wherein their own guilt 1s involved , that 
they all agree in robbing God ofthe honour of 


his Mercy , and our felves of the comfort of his 


Protection. Bur bleſſed be that God who hath 
hitherto defeated all the fecret, and ſubrile, and 
cruel deſigns of his and our Churches enemies; 
and hath given us the liberty and opportuni- 
ty of this day to meet together to implore the 
continuance of his favour. and mercy towards us 


in the preſervation of His Majeſties perſon, for in 


praying for him we pray for ourſelves, ſince our 
own welfare doth ſo much depend upon His. 


When We look back upon the Hiſtory of this 
Church ever ſince the Reformation of it, we may ob- 


lerve 


befoze the Houſe of Commons, | 


ſerve ſuch a wonderful ſeries ot Divine Providence 


going along with it, that we haverhe leſs reaſon 


ro be diſcouraged with preſent difficulties, or | 


diſheartned with the fears of future dangers. 


What ftruglings did ic meet with in the Birth? 


And although it were therein like Jacob who took hold 


of the heel of his Brother and at laſt obtained the bleſSng ; 
yet the Romiſh party got the (tart like Eſau, and 
came forth all red and hairy , full of blood and cru- 


elty ; and the old Dragon caſt out of bis mouth a Flood 


of Fire to deſtroy our Church before it could atrain 
ro its full growth and maturity. Bat after it not 
only ſurvived theſe flames, but enjoyed a firm 
eſtabliſhment under the care and condut of a 
wiſe and cautious Government, what reſtleſs en- 
deavours, what ſecrer plots, what horrid con(pi- 


Gen. 25. 
25 


racies, what foreign attempts, what domeſtick 


treaſons were carried on during the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth? And'yct, which is very conſide- 
rable, while ſhe openly and heartily owned the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, it. pleaſed God.to deliver her out 
of all her dangers, and to give her a long and a 


proſperous Reign, when two of her Neighbour | 


Princes were aſlaſinated for not being zealous 
enough in the Popiſh Cauſe though they profeſſed to 
own and maintain it. And it 1s, but a very little 
time ſince you met together in this place to ce- 
lebrate the memory of a mighty deliverance 


which Both Kine and Kingdom , and together with 
B 2 them 


4 


; & Cor. Io 


from {t 0 great death 


| of a Nations Proſperity and Ruine.. The People 


6 , 
+ 7 V , 
A Fatt: V1 "1 


them our Church received from' that never to be. 
forgotten" conſpiracy of the Gunpowder Treaſon 1n.” 


her Succeſlors Reign.” May we not thentake up. 


” 
. 


St: Pauls argument, and ſay, Who hath delivered us. 


that he will yet deliver us 


of that duty which God-expe&s from us in order 


EE = . $33 3483 ;\) 1 ', LEP 
to our own preſervation, which isdelivered by Sas. 


muel to the people of Iſrael, in the words of the 


, and doth deliver, in whom: we truſt. | 


\ 


Eſpecially if we do not fail in the performance: | 


\ 


Only fear the Lord and ſerye-bim im truth with all. 


your heart , for conſider bow great things he hath done for 
you. Ds pn; 


; iff 


But if 'they would not .hearken to. this wiſe-. : 


w» 14 # 3767 2 of; SREVE YE of fs ol. od Fu 2 RY OC e- 
Counſel, but go on 1n their ſins, he tells them. 
what the fatal. conſequence. would be, not to. 


themſelyes only, but to their King tao: 


Bu if ye ſhall Pill do witkeAl, e ſpall be deſtroy - 


* 
i.” 


bot þ Je and your Kt Ng. : 


M49) ' 


Whichadvice will 


(1.) ThePerſon who gave it. (2.) The Occaſion 


; 4 


Which-ac 11'appear. to deſetve, our ſeri- | 
ous conſideration, this day, if we either regard. 


of giving it, (3. ) The Matter contained init; .. ; 


1., The Perſon who gave-this. Counſel to the. 


People, Samuel; a Perſon of great Wiſdom, and, © 


long experience. in. Government; and: therefore 


very able to judge concerning the proper cauſes. 


had 


3 1044, GUDBUG OLE 1 "| 
vefoti e©{ Waite" or Whit | leg, 7 A -— "i 
had enjoyed 210 and unincerrypredt anguillcy q 
while ha Fg an his, ANNA : They... had . [- 
belt heanin iſcrably haraſſed by the inroads of - | 
the Philiſtins, diſcomfited in ſeveral bartels, and 
atlaſt the Ark of- God it iT ſelf taken by. their encmies,,: 


= their. leaders, del royed, at Mich fad, news 


ſo ended his dayes: | while they were v1 the n ey 


l Os 


which «oh | A pul, ogmation of Br among TT > 4 


$4 4a # 4 


haſh: ,byr ares s tothe [ Lord with al | their bearts ,, and 


i 
putting -awa their Yarige gods, andj | preparing their Jae ls 
unto the Lord and |, [eryin bun only, and then, faith be, 


he will. deli yerigou out of t 'e bepdy of tl the Philiſtins. The 2 
mileriest they felt and _ angers they teared made 
them own the true Religion with more than uſual — 
couray e I» Then ik Children of, Iſrael . did Pr away. , L 
Baalim. a an:  Aſtarath,, and. foal, the, Lord only. Bur 
beſides this, Samuel, appoints 4 publick Ind {0- | 
lemn Faſt FT rat [ at Mizpeb, Ard Samuel (aid, Ye 5. | 
Gather all. l Tſrael c to Mizpeb, and pee” pray { or you unto { 
the Lord. And they gathered together to, Mizpeb and v.s. 

drew water and poured i it out before the. Lord, and faſtedon.. ©. 

that day, i ard ſaid there, We have funned againſt the Lords, ; 
Mizpeh, a City in the confines of Judah and Ben-.. | 
Jamin,, as Maſius and others obſerve, was the place Ma. + 
where the States of Trael v were wont to be aſſems 7415 
bled together upon any great and | 1mportant occa- 


lion ; 


F 


2 ie. 


Dru. in 
Tud. 20. 


* _— — LETS 


A Faſt-Sermon p2eached Nov. 13. 


fjon ; where there was a place on. purpoſe for 


them to meet in, and an Altar, and Houſe of Prayer 


for the publick Worſhip of God: and therefore it” 
is ſaid, Judg. 20. 1. The Children of Iſrael gathered 
together from one end of the Land to the othir, unto the 
Lord in Mizpeh, and there the chief. of all the, Iribes of 
Iſrael preſented my elves in the Aſſembly of the People of 

God. And therefore Samuel chooſeth this as the 
ficteſt place for them to faſt and' pray, and confeſs 
their (ins in, andto implore the Mercy of God to 
the Nation. Wedo not read in Scripture of any 
more publick and ſolemn Faſt of the People of 
1/rael kept with greater ſigns of true humiliation 


than this at Mizpeb was; for the pouring ont of was 


ter was uſed among them either to repreſent their 
own deſperate condition without Gods help,"that 
they were as water ſpilt upon the ground ; or the great- 
neſs of their ſorrow for their {1ns, and the floods of 
tears, which they ſhed for them. And to let. 
mankind ſee what influence a General and ſeri- 
ous Faſting and Humiliation hath upon the wel- 


fare of a Nation, we find from the day of this 


1 SAM.7. 


FO 


Faſt at Mizpeh the affairs of Iſrael began to turn for 
the better For the Philiſtms thought they had 
an advantage againſt the [ſraclites by this general 
meeting, and hoped to ſurprize them” while they 
kept their Faſt in Mizpeb; and made ſuch an in- 


curſjon uponthem, as put them into a great con- 


Rernation , and they came trembling to Samuel, 


praying 


 vefoze the Honſe of 'Commons,” 


praying ' him that he would not ceaſe to cry unto 
the Lord their God for them, that he would ſave them out 
of the hand of the Philiſtins. Samuel prayes, the Lord 
hears, Iſrael marches out of Mizpeh, purſues the Phi- 
liſtins and ſmires them; and Samuel ſers up a ſtone 
of remembrance, and calls it Eben-Fzer, ſaying Hi 
therto bath the Lord belped us. Yea from hence for- 
ward did rod help them, for itfollows, ſo the Phi- 
liſtins were ſubdued, and they came no more into the Coaſt 
of Iſrael ; and the hand of the Lord was againſt the Phi- 
liſtins all the dayes of Samuel. Never any People had 
greater reaſon to be pleaſed with a Governour 
than they had with Samnel , who managed their af- 
fairs with ſo much wiſdom and piety, with ſo 
much faithfulneſs and integrity, with ſo much 
courage and conſtancy , with ſo much care and 
induſtry, with fo much ſucceſs and proſpe- 
rity. Bur people are apt to ſurfeit upon too much 
eale and plenty, andto grow wanton with abun- 
danceof peace; they began to be weary of Sa- 
muels Government, and ſecretly to wiſh for a 
change. And when mens di{contents grow ripe, 
there ſeldom wants a plauſible qccafion to vent 
them : Samuel was grown old and could not go abour 
from year to year in circuit to Bethel , and Gilgal , and 
Mizpeb, as he was wont to do, but he fixed at his 
houſe in Ramah , and placed his Sons in Beerſheba ; 
theſe not following their Fathers ſteps, were ſoon 
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V. 13. 


T. 16; © 


x Sam. 8. 


Y 
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acculed of male-adminiſtration ; and nothing v. 3: 


would 
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ted Flders of I/racl, 
ſatisfie the dilcontented Al 
| atls Co - 
would now (a 


# 4 4 4 


Vert- 


befoze the Houſe, of Commons. 


vernment among men. But wherein, then lay 
this great ſin of the T/rae{ites im asking a King , when 
(Tod himſelf had provided by his Law that they 
ſhould have a King when they were fetled;in their 
own Land ? And yet we find the Iſraelites at lai} 
conte(s, We have added unto all our fins this evil to ask 
15 a King. Their great fault was, that they. were 
lo imperuous and violent in. their deſires, that 
they would not. wait for Saymels deceaſe, whom 
God had raiſed up among them, and. whoſe Go- 
vernment had been fo great a bleſſing tothem ; 
and therefore God looked on it as a rejetting him more 
than Samuel, ſince he had appointed him; and they 
hadno realon to lay him alide for his Sons faults, 
but they made ule of that only as a colour for their 
own ſelf-willed humour and affteQation of being 
like to other Nations. However God commands 
Samuel to yield tothem , and he appoints another 
meeting at Mizpeb for this purpoſe; where the 
Perſon was choſen by lot, and at his ſolemn in- 
auguration at Gilgal, Samiel makes thar ſpeech un- 
roall 1[rael contained in this 12th Chapter ; where- 
of the words of the Text are the concluſion; which 
- make theſe words the more confiderable, _ 
2. In regard of the Occaſion of them ; being 
delivered by Samzel at fo great a {olemniry, in 
which he delivers up the Government into the hands 
of their King , (1.) With a great proteſtation'ot his 
own integrity, with an appeal to their own. Con- 
C ". oegces 
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ſciences concerning it, and they freely give a 


large teſtimony of it. (2 ) He upbraids them 


with their ingratitude towards God time after 
time ; thatthey were never centented or pleaſed 


with his Laws or the Governours he raifed up. 
and now at laſt upon a ſudden. 
fright concerning Nabafh the King of Ammon,they. 
faith he,the Lord hath ſet a King over you.(3.)Notwith- 
ftanding their fin in ſo unſcaſonable a demand, yer 


amongſt them 


) 


were reſolved they would have a 


hetells them they might be happy under his Go- 


vernment if they did {incerely keeptotheir eftabliſh-. 
ed'Religion and obey the Laws of God. This he delivers, 

(1) More Generally , verl. 14, 15. If ye will fear the- 
Lord and ſerve him , and obey his Tooice , and not rebel. 


againſt the Commandment of the Lord, then (hall both ye 
and alſo the Ring that reigneth over you, continue follows 
mg the Lord your God , i. e. (Fod will protect and de- 
fend you. But if you will not obey the Voyce of the 


Lord, but rebel againft the Commandment of the Lord, then 
fhall the hand of the Lord be againſt you, as it was againſt 
your Fathers, Butthis being a matter of the greateſt 
conſequence to them, whereon the welfare of the 


Nation did depend, he delivers it 


(2.) More Emphatically , afrer the Thunder and. 
Rain had affrightned and {oftned their hearts; and- 
they came praying to Samuel and confeſling their 


{mto him; then he counſels them notto fear , if 


they did nat forſake Ged ; and for his part, how ever 


they. 


% 


W 


|  befozethehanſeof Commons, 


tinue to pray for them, but give them the beſt ad- 
vice and direftions he could : But I will teach you the 
ood and the right way. And then theſe words imme- 
Jincely follow, Only fear the Lord and ſerve him im 
truth-with all Jour heart, &Cc. | 
3. Theſe words are moſt con{iderable for the 
Matter contained inthem ; which lies in theſe three 
particulars. | 
(1.) The influence which continuance. in fin 
hath upon a Kingdoms ruine : but if ye ſhall ſtill do 
wickedly, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your King, 
(2 ) The beſt means for the welfare and preſer- 
vation of it, viz, maintaining and practiſing the 
true Religion ; Only fear the Lord and ſerve him in truth 
with all your beart. | 
(3-) The great argument and encouragement 
here given for the doing it ; for confider bow great 
things he bath done for york. os 
The firſt of theſe will be the main ſubje& of my 
preſent Diſcourſe, viz, The influence which continu- 
ance in fin hath upon a Kingdoms ruine. If we believe 
Me and the Prophets,vve cannot queſtion the truth 


of 


bis concerning.the People of 1/rael ; for this is the 


main {cope and defignoftheir dodrine. Moſes Mſu- 


redthem, that all the ſtrength ,and: force,and com- 
bination of their enemies ſhould dotthem no pre- 
judice as long as they obeyed the Laws of God; but 
if they would not de. his Commandments, but 

C2  deſpile 


” 


go 


. 


__ CN: ornate admit a 
\ {{) Mi + 8 Os Ve SO en FA" | 
WU 4 \ L4LDUGLAS: ; ! 


ai as 6 cs CE NT 0-1-6 4 
[3 þ Pp » \"* + 4 + Þ 45 Ws / 
EL SEXMEAL NM ESLHULS | A 


they had diſobliged him, he would not only con-. v: 23. 


Lev. 26. 
from y. 
3,tO 14, 
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© deſpiſe his Statutes and abhor his Judgements, all 
the care and policy they could uſe would not be 
| ableto keep off the moſt diſmal] judgements which 
v. 16. ever befcl a Nation, Twill eyen appoint over you terror, 
conſumption and the bur The Agne ; that jþ Jall conſume the 
| | eyes a d cauſe ſorrow of heart ; and Je ſhall ſow your ſeed 
m.Vain, for your enemies ſ/ all eat it. And 1 will [et my 
face againſt you, and yu ſhall be ſlain before Yor enemues : 
they that bate you ſhall reign over you , " Je mY | flee 
when none purſueth you. And if you will not for all this 
 hearken unto me, then will I puniſh you ſeven times more 
for your ſins,{0 he proceedsto the endot the (hapter, 
ti]] riſing higherand higher according tothe great-- | 
neſs of their provocations. And to the ſame pur- 
poſe he ſpeaks throughourDeut.28.promiſing great 
BleſSings ro their Nation upon obedience, 2nd hor- 
[1 rible Curſes, ſuch as would make ones cars tingleto 
| | : | hear them;upon their refratorineſs and diſobedi- 
- Deut. ence, The Lord ſhall ſend thee cur fing oexation and rebuke, 
28. 20 ta all that thou /etteſt thine hand unto for to doy until thou by 
deſtroyed; and wn thou periſh quickly , becauſe of the 
wickedneſs of of. thy domigs, whereby thou haſt forſaken me. 
To thei fume a. a]l che Propbers peak,” only. 
applying this general doctrine to the circumitan- 
| 1.1.13, Ces of their own times. If ye be w: {ling and obedient, 
a 20. faith Iſaiah ge ſhalleat the good of the Land , but if ye re- 
_ fuſe andy ebel,yeiſhall be deftr oyed wich the {wor d the mouth. 
of the'Lord hath [poken it. When the Propher Feremiah. 
law dreadful calamities | coming upon his people, 
NC 
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befoze theHoiſe of 'Conimoiis, 


he cryes out, Thy way and thy doings have procured theſe Te. 4-13. 


things unto thee, this is thy wickedneſs becauſe it is bitter, 
becauſe it reacheth unto thine heart. 
there was no hopeto elcape being deſtroyed, bur 
by ipeedy and fincere Repentance, Repent aiid ttrn 


your ſelves from all your tranſgreſſims , jo miqui'y ſhall * 


not be your (Rune. 
Burt here a material queſtion may be asked , 


Fzekiel tells them ' 


whether this connexion between their doing wicked 


ly and being conſumed were'not by vertue of that Po- 


litical ( ovenant between (Tod and the people of - 


J[rael which was peculiar to-themſelves? and how 
far it may bejuſt and reaſonable to argue concern- 
ing the cale of other Nations, with whom Ged hath 
entred into no ſuch ( ovenant,as he did withthem ? 

To makethis clear, and to bring it nearerto 
our owncale, | ſhall proceedin this method. 


1. Toſhew, that God doth exerciſe a particular 


providence with reſpe& ro the ſtate and condition of 


Kingdoms and Nations, 


2. That according to thenſu4ilmetbod of Providence - 


their condition 1s better-or worſe as the People are. 


3- That there are. lome circumſt.nces of tinning, 


which do very much portend and haſten a Peoples 
rune. .. F 


1. That Crod doth exerciſe a particular providence 
with a relpectto the ſtate and condition of Nations, 
1 e.4s they are united into ſeveral and diſtin bo-: 


dies, WHICH are capable as ſuch of being happy 
OX 


3 
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| or miſerable. For ſince mankinds entring into. 
ſociety is bath neceſſary and advantageous to them. ,,- 

and God doth not barely permit and approve, bur 
diſpoſe andincline men to it ; and hath given them 
Laws to govern themſelves by, with: reſpect to ſ0- 
ciety; it is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe that God ſhould 

call men to an account in that capacity ; and to 
diſtribute rewards and puniſhments. according to 

the nature of their ations : which muſt either be 

done in this world, or it cannot be done at all , for 

all thoſe bonds are diflolved by death , and men 
ſhall not anſwer for their {ins by Kmgdoms and 
Nations in another world , but every man ſhall 

give. an account of himſelf into God. Either there- 

tore thoſe ſocieties as ſuch ſhall go. wholly unpu- 
niſhed, or they muſt ſuffer according to them. in 

this world ; and therefore here the cale is very dif- 

EE ferent from that of particular Perſons. We ſay, 
: and with a great deal of Reaſon, that it is no dil- 
paragement to the Juſtice of Gods Providence for 

good men to ſuffer, or for: wicked. men to eſcape 
puniſhment in this Life , becauſe the great day 

of recompence is to come, wheretn there will be 

a Revelation of the Righteous judgement of God : Bur 

that will not hold as to Nations, who ſhall not 
ſuffer in communities then as they. have ſinned 
here: and therefore it is more reaſonable to ſup- 

pole the rewards and puniſhments of ſuch ſhall 

be inthis life according to the mealure and pro- 


portion 


befo2e theHoulſe of Coinmons; as "TY 
portion of their fins. And of this we have ſufh- | 
 cient/evidence in Scripture, npon thefe accounts. 

(1.) Becauſe jr charges guilt upon Nations as © 
well as upon particular Perſons. Asin the cafe of 
uncertain murder, Tf one be found flain in the Land, which Deut. 
the Lo:d thy God giveth thee to poſſeſs it, lying in the field, 2'+ 7: 
and it be not known who hath ſlam him: the Elders of "7: 
the next City were not only to proteſt their own m- 
nocency. . but torfe this prayer, Be mercifnl O Lord, v.8. 
unto thy people Iſrael, whom thou haſt redeemed, and lay 
nat innocent blood unto thy people of Tfraels charge. And . 9. 
the blood ſhall be forgiven them , fo fhalt thou put away 
the gilt of innocent blosd from among you, Here we ſee 
the guilt of innocem blood goes farther than the. 
| bare ſhedders of ir, it lyes upon the Nationtill ir 
be expiated , and rhe Jews lay, the ſoul of a per- 
ſon innocently marrdered hovers up and down the. 
Earth crying for vengeance, till the-guilty perſons. 
be found out and punifhed , and then it aſcends. 
above toits place of reſt, The gnilt of innocent : 
blood is indeed a crying fin, it cryes loud uato - 
Heaven for vengeance, and nothing ſtops irs voice. 
but the execution of it. And where that is not- 
done, it leaves a guilt upon the Land, for God himſelf 
hath ſaid ir, Blood defileth the Land , and the landcane. Numb.” 


, © not be cleanſed of the blood that is [hed therein, but by the 353% 


blood of bim that ſhed it.. This fin we (ee, is of ſuch - 
a malignant nature that it infe&s the Land where. 
it. is committed, and lyes upon itrill.jit beexpiared... 
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But there are other ſins which contract a National 
evile,when the Authority.of a Nation,cither TIVES £OO 
much countenance and encouragement to the pra- 
ice of them, or docs not take that care jt ought 
to doto ſuppreisand punith them. When men 
daily and in{olently break the Laws of God, and 


| bid asit were defiance both..to them-and to.the 


Laws .of ren ; when wickedneſs ſpreads like a 
leprofie, and infects the whole body; when vices 
become ſo notorious that they are a reproach and 
a by-word to Neighbour Nations ; theſe are the 
ſigns and tokens of National gue. 


(1) Becauſe. the Scripture tells us of a certain 
Meaſure ro which the fins 'of a Nation do riſe be- 
 forethey are ripe for puniſhment. This was the 


reaſon given why Abrahams Children muſt ſtay to 
the fourth Generation before they come to the pol- 
ſeſſion of the promiſed Land, for the miquity of the 
Amorites is not yet full Where itis plain-that God 
doth conſider Nations as diſtinct bodies, the mea- 
(ure of whole {ins 1s taken after another manner 


[than that of particular perſons, but when once 


that meaſure is compleated, ruine and deſtruction 
15 unavoidable; or at leaſt,lome {ignal and extra- 
ordinary judgements falling uponthem asthe pU- 
niſhment of their iniquities. Men may ask why 
the (anaanites 10 Joſbu's time were dealt with ſo 
{cverely, that nothing but utter extirpation would 


latisfie the Jultice of God againſt chem ? But God 


prevents 
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pteyents that objeBtion, by lening Ab»aham know 
| how much 'patience:iand long: ſuffering ke. 116d: 


, —_" 


IF 


towar dsthem \þ waiting, till the fourth Generation «: 


and when their \miquitres {t11}-increafed; rand every: 
Age added totheGuilrofthe'foregoing,the burden 
grew +00 heavy-tor-them'to bear i any longer, 


and therefore they mult ſink under the weight of 
it. S0our 9gaviour-aith tothe Jews in lis time, Fill 


ye up then the meafure of your Fathers.:-- Not as though 
* God did puniſh any Age. beyondthe deſert of{its 


own {ins;.:.buc when the: meaſure of their fins is 
filled up, God doth nq longer forbear to puniſh 
them; andithat ſeldom happens! but whenthe firs 
of that time do exceed thoſe of the foregoing Ge- 
nerations ; : as.1t was-in the caſe of the Feivs when 
their City and Temple were deſtroyed, - _ 
\(3- ) Becauſe ir artributesithe great Revolutions 
of. Government £02 particular/Phovidence of God, Gi 
is the Judge, or the fupreme Arbitrator of the af- 
fairs of the world, he pullech down one and ſetteth up 
another. W bich holds with reſpe&t to Nations as 
well as. particular perions. Which doth 'not 
found any right of Dominion, '( as fone fancied 
111] the: argument. from -Proyidence was returned 
with greater force upon themſelves ) batit thews 
that when God pleaſes to make ule of Perfons of 
Nations as the Sconrges in hishand to puntith a Piecple 
with, he gives them {ucceſs above their kopes or 
expectations: bur that ſucceſs gives them no Hg 
1 ATC 
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And of this the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks when he adds, For in 

v.8. the handof the Lord there is a Cup and the Wine is red', 

it is full of mixture, and he poureth-out of the ſame; but 

the dregs thereof all the wicked of the earth ſhall wring them 

out and drink them. Its called by 1ſaiah, the Cup of 

I.51.17. Fury, and the Cup of Trembling, which God gives to 

Nations deſtined to ruine : which makes them like 

people intoxicated and deprived of that apprehen- 

{jon of danger, of that judgement and confiderati- 

on to prevent it,, which at other times they have. 

When a Nation ts near ſome dreadful calamity, as a 

juſt puniſhment of irs fins, God takes away -the 

wiſdom of the Wiſe, and theunderſtanding of the 

Prudent, and the reſalution of the men. of cou- 

rage, that they all ftand amazed and confounded, 

not knowing how to give or take advice, but they: 

are full of fears, and rather apt to quarrel with one 

another than-to conſuk the general good. This 

was juſt the ftate of Fgypt when Goa did purpoſeto 
execute his 7uftice upon it. 

f. 19-1)» (1. ) Firſt, their courage failed them, And the 

3 heart of Egypt ſþall m lt in the midſt of it , and the ſpirit 

of Egypt [hall fail m the midſt. thereof. In that day ſhall. 

« Egyptbelike unto women ; and it ſhall be afraid and fear, 

becauſe of the ſhaking of the band of the Lord of Hoſts, 

which he [haketh- over it. It is a.very 11] ſign when 

men. want the ſpiric and. vigour they were-wont to- 

; have; when they are dauntedat the apprehenſion 

of every danger, and rather meanly feekro ſave 


the Nt- 


befoze theHouſe-of Commons, = 


themſelves by baſe arts and ſordid! compliances , 
than to -proniote the common weltare. Iris folly 
and ſtupidity not to apprehend danger when there 
is caule for it, and to take the beſt care to prevent 
it ; but itis a fatal ſymptom npon a Nation when 
their hearts fail them for fear, that they dare not do. 
rhe duty whichthey owe to God, to their King, and 
to their Commtrey, | God forbid that any-ſhould ex- 
ceed the bounds of their duty to prevent their fears, 
but when men want refolution to do that,they are 
ina loſt condition. 2 EOGhs; HA Ho 
_- (29) Their (ounſels were divided and infatuated: 
And I will. {et the Egyptians againſt the Egyptians. - The v. 2. 
Princes of Zoan are Fools, the Counſel of the Wiſe (oun- «1. 
ſellors of Pharaoh is become bruitiſh ; they have alſo ſedus 1. 
ced Pgypt, :even- they that are the ſtay of the Tribes thereof. 
The Lord bath mingled aperverſe ſpirit m the midſt thereof, 
and they bave cauſed Egypt toerr in every work thereof , as a 
reeling man ſtaggereth-in his vomit, i.e. they know not 
whart to fix upon, all their Counſels being {o un- 
certain, and the beſt taking no effe&t. But after all 
their conſultations, they advance not one ſtep for- 
ward, but fall back juſt tathe ſame cale they were 
in before, every one blaming another for want of 
ſacceſs in their deſigns., This is the deplorable 
ſtare of a People when'ruine and deſolation is near 
them. x. 
But on the other fide, when God raiſes up a Nation | 
to be a Scourge to other Nations, he inſpires them 
2 with 
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with ainew-ſpirit-and courage, unites 'their couns 
ſels, removes theirdifhculties or carriesthem eaſ1- 
ly through them ; and by>a concurrence of lome 


| happy circumſtances gives them ſtrange ſucceſs 


Je. 27.3. 


Ju. 16.9. 


Ter. 25. 
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H-48: 2) None, long before 
Rs 


that nothing. was able'ro ſtand:betore” it" The 


beyond all their hopes and expectations. Look 
over all-the mighty Revolutions which have hap- 
ned. inthe Kingdoms and Empires of the! World j'and; 
the more |yei fearch-and \confider and'icompare 
things together, 'the greater truch you will 6nd 
this obſervation. - When God deſigned to- punifly 
the Eaſtern Nations for their tran; celliew; ahou the 
Babylonian Minurchy roſe: fo-falt and: ſpread ſo'far, 


"Av. 
-F 
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combinations of the'Kings of Fralah; iand\Edomzand 
Moab, and Tyre, and Sidon, atid Feypt were bur like, 
the Withes which the: Philiftins bound Sarripſon' with , 
which: he brake im ſundey' as 4 thred of Tow is broken-iwhen 
# toucheth the fire. Judah drinks firſt of the Cap, and 
the trembles and falls, and is catried into-capti- 
vity ; then follow, asUod had'foretold by his Pro: 


phets, the deſolations of Thre, of Baypt, of Fur arid 


. Lud, 4, e. of Libya and Athpia : AnQAt laſtthe Cup 


paſſes round-, and Nineyehs turn comes” to drink 
deep of this Cup of Fwy, andſhe was laid waſte 


tor returning to her fins after Repentance. 

' » And whenthe (1ns of Babylon 'called- for venge- 
Cyrus, andcalled him by his 
Der 1E Was born, and brought the 
fierce Nations of the Eaſt to ſubmit rhemclves to. 
OL him 3} 


ance, God raiſed up 


-befozoths Houſeof Eoniivhs, 


Rim :- and when Babyton Was "Wa Picure Koll"6f 
Wine andJollityatanatniverfary feaſt, he led Or us 
mto the City by away they dreamed fot of; and alt 
theplagues which the: Prophets had foretold; came 
aponthatpeople when they leaſt expeQed them, It 
was nobthe Colmage and Spirit of Alexander with his 
Macedonian Army eould: havernade futh ſndden an 

eaſic conqueſtSof the Baſt ; if 64d by his Provi- 
dence hadnot ſtrangely made way for his ſucce(s 
by infatyaring the Conmſ els of Darins, ſoasto give 
him thoſe advantages againſthimlelf he could ne- 
verhave hoped for. Fhereisno'{uch wighry diffe- 
zenceirithe wits ant cortrivances. of men; noſuch 
great advantages in niilitary power and condug ; 


no ſuch-wonderfuldifp t ortion in the courage, Or — 


wiſdym, of educirivitss metr bit \ en God, hath 


pleaſed to-let looſe: therwoſt rade, and barbarous, | 


and unexperienced Nations in matters of War, up- 
on the moſt flouriſhing Kin ngdoms, the moſt diſci- 
plin'd Armies, the oF forfed Ettzes, ir ey, haye. 
in ſpits” of all oppoſition” over-tun; overcome , 


and overthrown them.” Who coutd Late thought 
that thecowardly Goths (as they were then eſteem-_ 
ed)the barbarous /andals,and the deſpicable Hwnms, 
ron}d have madeſuch havock and | 0677 RO In. 
the Roman Empire, that in fifty years time, more: 
ot-it was loſt and deſtroyed by their means, than 
had been gained in a thouſand ? It would. make 


ones heart bleed'to read'the- mileries which all 


the. - 
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ro ind out other cauſes he at. laſt is forced to 


conclude that-here js a ſuperiotr cauſeto the Coun- 
{els of men which governs the affairs of mankind, 


#. 95%, 4 More than ordinary band of God, in which 


cales 


_ 


"_ 


- befoze theHouſebf!Tomithons, 
caſes the beſt means we can uſe to prevent danger 
is by Faſting and Prayer, by true repentance and 
fpeedy Reformation of our evil wayes. | 

( 4 ) Becaule the Scripture {till leaves hopes 
of Mercy to-a People where they have a heart to. 
repent. Idonot fad by any declaration of Gods 
Will in Scripture, that he hath made any ſuch 
peremptory decree concerning the ruine of a-Na- 


tion, but upon their repentance there is a way lefc 


to eſcape it, bur: rather the contrary in thoſe 


f 


words of Jeremah, At what inflant_F ſhall ſpeak con- Jer. 


cerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck tp 749 


and to-pull down and to-deftroy it : Tf that Nation againſt 
whom-þ have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will re: 
pent of the evil which I thought to. do unto them. . And 
therefore all threatnings of that kind are conditi- 
onal as this. in- the Text is, But if ye ſhall ſtill do 


wickedly : which implies that if they did ceaſe ro 


do ſo, they might be preſerved, both they and' 
their King. And where repentance hath: incer- 
vened berweens the threatning and: execution of 
judgement, God hath ſhewed wonderful kindneſs. 
either in topping, removing, or deferring the (e- 
verity. of judgements. _ = = 
1. In flopping his hand-when it hath been. lifted:up; 
and juſtready. to ſtrike, Wecan deſire no.clearer- 


A ha] 
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43. 


inſtance in that cafe thanthat of Nineyeb ; a vaſt Jonati 
City ( or rather a Countrey. incloſed in. Walls). * © 


full of all the delights. of: {fia:, and: of the: fins. 
which, 


y. 8. 
Y, ] Os 


F$ nonmeaditd: awry; 


which —_ pranry them. to this. Cty God 
ſongs a Propher to let chem know how near 
they were to deſtruction , that. they bad Þut forty 


dayes time, to turn themſelves ite; This was a 


frag and unexpected alarm to them; given by: 

a ſtrange Prophet after, a peremptory,manner to 
A people unacquainted with ſuch meſlages. How 
many, objections would the, Infidels and Scepticks 
of our Age have: made. againſt ſucha Meſſage:.as 
this ? They would rather have confluded che Pro- 


= Mid,” than have been perſwaded.to,repent 


| by him. . Yer. ſogreat was the apprehenfian they 


had of the juſt delert of their'fins, -thar the People 
of Niev:þ grits God and proclaimed a Faſt, and put 
0 9 oth. , From the g: eateſt of, them even to the leaſt : 

and th:y c1 Ted. gat, to. God , . and- turned from their 
cvilzoaes And what then? > Would ps ditparage 
Dy repurarion, of his. Prophy et, anda alter the f(en- 
rence he had ſenthim-(o tar ro. denounce againſt 
them? What hopes |: had he given them of mercy 
if they repented? It..appears they had, nothing 
bur general preſumptions, Whg can tell, if God wil 
tern and repent, and turn, aw.ty from-bis fierce anger, that 
we periſh not * Yer fincere | CPENTAance. being Per= 
formed upon no greater aflurance than whis, DIC - 
vailed ſo with God, that be repented of the evil that be 


Jan? he would do - tnto th; mM, and. ke dt it 20t. - O the 


R S > 11 of f che riches both of -the Widow and Good 
{, of God ! $ His Wiſd £010 Tr) leading: tliera:to re- 
PENtance; 


pentance ; his Goodneſſ in forbearing to puniſh af- 
ter {o great provocations. What encouragement 
doth God hereby give to others to repent, when 


Nimeveh was reſcued from the very brink of deſtru- 


ion by it? 

2. In removing his hand when it hath ſtruck. 
When Davids vanity tranſported him fo far, that 
without any neceſſity he would know the Number 
of his People, his heart did miſgive him as ſoon as 


he had done it, and he confeſſed be had ſinned greatly in 
i , notwithſtanding this God ſends a plague among 


the People, which touched David to the quick, as 


a tender Father 1s moſt ſenſibly puniſhed in the loſs 
of his Children , and then he cryed, Lo T have ſinned, and 
I have done wickedly , but theſe Sheep what have they done ? 
And when the Angel bad ſtretched out. bis hand upon Je- 
ruſalem to deſtroyit, the Lord repented him of the evil, and 
ſaid tothe Angel It is enough, ſtay now thy hand. Be- 
hold therefore the goodneſs and ſeverity of God ; on 
them which fell ſeverity ; but rowards Jeruſalem 
goodneſs. His ſeverity was intended to make peo- 
ple avoid a vain confidence in their own: ſtrength 
and numbers ; his goodneſs tolet them ſee how ready 


heis to draw back his hand when men truly re- 
pent. 


3. In putting by the ſtroke for the preſent, or de- 


ferring the execution of his wrath. No King of 


Iſrael provoked God more than Ahab, for it is laid 
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of him, that ke did evil an the fight of the Lord above all $5 
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that were before him ; and that he ſold himſelf to work 
wickedneſs in the ſight of the Loxd Ar lattthe Prophet 
Elijah meets him in Naboths Vineyard which he had' 
juit raken poſleſſion of by fraud and violence, 
when Abab faw (uch an unwelcome Gueſt in that 
place, his guilt made him ready to ſtart back,and. 
to ſay, Haſt thou found me, O mine enemy? The Pro- 
phet having this fair opportunity followed the 
blow he had given him lo home, that Ahab was 
not able to ſtand before him: ' for it is (aid, that. 
when Abab heard the terrible judgements God de- 
nounced againſt him tor his fins, be rent his clothes, 
and put ſackcloth upon bis fleſh and faſted, and in good 
earneſt bumbled him/elf before God ; For ſo God himſelf 
owns that he did. [do nor ſay he continued good at- 
ter this;but he now heartily repented for - time; 
and for thetime of repentance God inJarged his 
time of forbearance. . Becauſe he Lumbleth himſelf - 


_ before me, Twill not bring the evil-in his dayes. Evena 


ſhort repentance, when iincere, gains time, by a. 
reprieve-from puniſhment. When the ſins of a Na- 
tion-are grown to greatheight, and become ripe 
tor vengeance, the beſt Princes can obtain no mote. 
than.not {eeing the evil im their own dayes as in the caſe. 
of Joſiah who was an excellent /gince, and a true- 
lover of God and his-Law, yer the' people continued 


fo hardned intheir fins, though under, fome ſhew 


of Reformation.; that the Fropbeteſs told him, b.bold. 
Lweil bring evil upon this place, and upon the Inhabitants 
thereof my 


befoze the Houle of Commons, 


thereof, &c. But becauſe his heart was tender, and he 
hambled himſelf before the Lord, he obtained thar fa- 
vour, that his eyes ſhould not ſee the evil which he would 
bring upon them. If the People had been as good as 
Joſiah was, there is no queſtion, but even then God 
would have repented of the evil ; but where there 
was {uch an obſtinate impenitency, that neither 
Gods Laws, northe Prophets threatnings, nor the 
Princes example could prevail upon them all that 
his humiliation could obtain, was only a putting 
itoff for his own time; and we have reaſon to 
think that their ſins did haſten his end too; as 
ſometimes the fins of a people make the beſt of 
Princes to be taken away from them : and when 
the ten Tribes were carried captive, their King 
Hoſhea is ſaid, not to have done evil as the Kings of Iſra- 
el that were before him. And to Judah after Joſias his 
death, God punctually made good this threatning 
in the Text, But if ye ſhall ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall 
be conſumed both ye and your King. . 


4. . 
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II. The ſecond particular is, T hat according 


2 King, 
3: $o 


to the uſual method'of Providence the ate or con- - 


dition of a People is better or worſe according to 
the general nature of their AFtons.* If they be 

ood and vertuous, caretul to pleaſe God, juſt, ſo- 
he chaſt,, merciful, diligent obſervers of Gods 
Laws, and their own, anddealing with other Na- 
tions according to the Laws of Nations, they will 
live in a much more flouriſhing and happy condi- 
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tion; than a Nation cando where Atheiſm, Pro- 
faneneſs, and all forts of Wickedneſs abound : 
which I ſhall prove two wayes. 

(1. ) Abſolutely, from the tendency of Religion 
and Vertue to promote the Honour , the Peace, 
the Courage and lafety of a People. 

( 2. ) Comparatively , that Nations are more or 
leſs happy according to their vertues and vices. , | 
 (1.) Abſolutely, and that will appear, (1.)From the 
tendency of true Goodneſs and piety to promote 
a Nations Honour and Intereſt abroad. And no man 
is ignorant how much Reputation brings of real ad- 
vantage to a Nation; and that a People deſpiled 
arc next toa People enſlaved, and thar it is impol- 
ſible ro hold up honour and eſteem in the world, 
where the reputation of Vertue is loſt. 

(2. ) From its tendency to maintain peace and 
tranquillity at home ; preventing private quarrels, 
by juſtice, and honeſty, and temperance, and cha- 
ſity; and publick diſturbances by avoiding idle- 
nefs, and debauchery, and bad principles, which 
are the great nurſeries of Rebellion, and teach- 
_ Ing men quietneſs, patience, due government of 
themſelves, and obedience mt only for wrath, but 
alſo for Conſcience ſake. Whereas looſe princi- 
ples, and bad practices, and extravagant deſires 
naturally diſpoſe men to endeavour changes and 
alterations, in hopes of bettering themfelves by 
them ; and the prevalency of Vice doth un- 

hinge 
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+ (3). Fromrhe keeping up the ſpirits, and ſe-: 
curing the ſatety of men. A good Conſcience 
makes aman dare to'do his duty ; but the ſinners in 1\; 3.14. 
Zion are afraid, fearfulneſS bath ſurpriſed the Hypocrites. 


Theſe were men, {aith Grotius, who carried a fair 


hinge Government, and'weaken the ſtrength and 


| ſhewfor the preſent, but were inwardly prepared, 


if the King of Babylon got the better, to be of his 
Religion , whatever it was. Such men who are 
falſe ro rod, and really of no Religion at all, are 
full of thoughts and fears, .not knowing what 
may. happen ; they dare not. own what they 
would be, for fear it ruine them -at preſent; and - 
they dare not appear too much for what they ſeem 


ro own, for fear of what may come hereafter. Jf 1 King, 


the Lord be God, ſaith Elijah, then follow: him , but if **2': 
Baal, then follow hm: No, ſay ſuch men, if they 
durſt ſpeak their thoughts, we deſire to be excuſed 
at preſent, we find there is: a. conteſt between 
them, and we do not yet know-which will get the. 
better,when we ſee that, you ſhall know our minds. 
As Afinius Pollio told Auguſtus in his Wars with An- 
tony he was reſolved to be preda vifteris, he wonld 
be of the Conquerors ſide. But men thart are fin- 
cere in any Religion, do hate andabhor ſuch hy- 
pocritical Diflemblers, and deſpiſe and ſpue them 


' out for their nauſeous lukewarmneſs; and as men 


indeed of no Religion or Conſcience, but for what 
: leryes 
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ſerves to their preſent ends. But obſerve in what 


a lofty ſtrain the Prophet ſers forth the ſecurity 
and confidence which tollows integrity. | He. that 
walketh righteouſly and ſþeaketh uprightly, be that deſþi- 
ſeth the 'gain of oppreſ9ons , that ſhaketh his hands from 
holding bribes, that ſtoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, 
and ſtoppeth -hzs eyes from ſeeing evil. He ſhall. dwell 
on high, bus place of defence ſhall be the munition of rocks, 


bread ſhall be given him, hu waters ſhall be ſure. Theſe 


were very critical and doubtful times which the 
Prophet (peaks of, and many were lecretly for 
complying with the Kimg of Aſſyria, as believing 
it as 1mpoſſible to withſtand his force,. as to divell- 
with everlaſting burnings 3 the Prophet is ſo farfrom- 
granting this, that he tells chem all their ſecurity 
Jay in being juſtand honeſt, and doing their duty, 
and then they would be as ſafe, as if theychad' 
conſtant provifion among the moſt inacceſſible 
Rocks. It is obſervable concerning the 1/raelites, 
that when they-went. about :to:(ecure themſelves 
by ſubtile devices and contrivances of their own, 
making leagues and confederacies with-the King 
of Egypt and other neighbour Princes,ſo often they 
were foiled, and baffled, and 'overcome by their 
enemies ; but when they put their truſt in God, and 
committed themſelves to his proteRion, he pre- 
ſerved and delivered them from the greateſt dan- 
gers... | will not deny that there was ſomething 
peculiar incheir.cale, having the Prophets dire&i- 

| - Ons ;- 
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ons; and totruſt mans wiſdom againſt God's was 
madneſs and folly in them. Bur ſerting that aſide, 
asthere isno ſecurity like to Gods protection, ſo 
there is no reaſon to think that will be wanring to 
them who dotheir duty ſincerely. and put their 
truſt in him. 

(2.) Comparagively, If we do compare ſeveral | 
Nations together, we ſhall find thoſe ro flouriſh 
moſt, and to be the nioft happy where men do 
moſt fear God and work righteouſneſs ; where piecy 
and vertue. have the greateſt countenance and in- 
couragement ; and where vice and wickcdaels a are: 

_ the moſtdiſcouraged and puniſhed. 8o— _ 

This may ſeetn a Paradox at firſt hearing to: 

thoſe who conſider by what wayes of fraud and. 
+ violence, of injuſtice and cruelty:, of rapine.and. 
oppteſlion, the great and' mighty Empires of the: 
world haye been, raiſed and maintained ; and. 
how little regard is ſhewed'to- any rules of Ho- 
neſty,, Juſtice ,_ or the T;aws*of Nations in'thoſe. 

Kingdoms! and: States which reſolveto be grear, 

atidfn ſpight of ocher Nations, to. maintain heir 

Greatneſs. 7 Cont Ro on ig 

Yer cpilaadig this plauſible Sbjectich, 
thetruth of my aſſertion will appear, if we un- 
»+ derſtand' it a5-We. ought. to do with: theſe follow- | 
avg Caitlons.”” 
1, Thar it is not to be underſtood of the "IO 
neſs of dominion”; or: x ſuperfluiry. of riches, 


"ay 
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but of the true happineſs of living in ſociety to- 
gether; which is by promoting the real good of 
all. To which the vaſtneſs of Empire, and im- 
menliry of. riches is by no means neceſlary, but a 
ſufficiency both of ſtrength and treaſure to defend 
it ſelf incaſe of foreign enemies, and to provide 
for the neceſſities and conveniencies of all the 
Members of..it. : Thole who have beſt conſider- 
ed theſe things, ſuppole that ro be the moſt exack 
and perfect Idea of Government, where all things 
are ina certain meaſure, and have a proportion 
to each other ſo as moſt conduces to the true end 
of living ; not to riot and luxury, not to ſoftneſs 
and effeminacy, not to pride and ambition, not to 


the heaping up of riches. without ule and reſpe&to 


a general good ; bur ſo asall men may according 
ro their conditionsand circumſtances enjoy what 
they have, or can get, with the greateſt comfort 
to themſelves and their friends, and do the moſt 


generous and vertuous actions. 


& + 4 . 


2. Thatthis is not to be underſtood of the pri- 
vate benefit of any particular perſons, but of the 
general good of all torts and conditions 'of men. 
The Eaſtern Monarchies have ſeemed to be-the 


moſt happy and flouriſhing to thoſe who look ar 
a diſtance upon them, and only oblerverhe Pomp 


Polit l.3. 
Fr > 


and Grandeur of their Princes, without looking into 
the State and Condition of the. People, Ariſtatle 'ob- 


ferves, that the Eaſtern-people had more wit and ſlayery 


with 


befoze theHoiiſe of Commons, 

with it, the Northern bad leſs quitkneſs aid more liberty, 
the Greeks lying b. tween both had their ſhare in both, Bur 
the Eaſtern ſ:rvery hath brought Barbariſm into 
Greece 1t ſelf , and the Northern Liberty hath fo im- 
proved the wits, and given ſuch encouragement 
ro the induſtry of, men, that our people ax this 
day enjoy more benefit by the riches of the' Faſt, 
than thoſe do among whom they grow.” - Can we 
call them a happy people that les much riches 
and enjoy none ; having nothing which they can 
call their own, unleſs it be their flavery 2 Thar is 
certainly the happieſt, condition of a people, 
where the Prince {its upon the Throne of Majeſty 
and Power, doing righteouſneſs and ſhewing 
kindneſs; and the people fit every man under his Vine, 
and under his Fig-tree, enjoying, the fruits of his own 
labours; or his Anceſtors bounty : Where the 
People think it their intereſt to ſupport and obey 
their Prince; and the Prince thinks it his intereſt 
 to'protectand defend his people, Fiippy is the Peo- 
ple that is im ſuch a caſe; but above all, happy i that 
People whoſe God is the Lord, For without his Bleſ- 
fing, thebeſt Governmear, the beſt Laws, the beſt 
Miniſters can never preſerve a Nations happineſs ; 
and there is no reaſon to expect his Blefling, but in 
the wayes of Fiery af Yeree. 0 
3: Thar it is not to be underſtood of ſudden 
and {urprizing evearts, but of a liſting and continued 
ſtate. For when God had been highly proyoked 
Þ | M 
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ro punith ſeveral. Nations for their fins; he may 
give unexpected fucceſs to that Nation by whom 
he deſigns ro puniſh the reſt, and when they have. 
done that work, they may then ſuffer more [mart- 
ly for their own 1niquities. Ot this we have a re- 
markable inſtance in Scripture, God deſigned to 
puniſh the Kingdoms of the earth for their ſins ; to 


- this purpole he raiſeth up Nebuchadnezr King of 


Babylon, whona he therefore calls his Serva't , and 
the firſt example of his ſeverity was his own People ; 
when this was done, then follaw the delolations 
of Fgypt, of Phenicia, Arabia, and other Countries 

in ſo ſtrange a manner, that ſome have called ir 


the Age of the deſtruftion. of Cities. Bur doth the 


King of Babylon think to- eſcape himſelf ? No, ſaich 
the Prophet , the King of Shesbach ſhall drink after 
them, his turn would come at-laſt, when he had. 
accompliſhed the deſjgn God fent him upon in 
the puniſhment of others Thus for a time, a 
Nation may leem to flouriſh exceedingly, and be 
victorious over others whilethey are as Scom ges in 
Gods b.md for the puniſhment of others, and when 
that work is over may luffer moſt ſeverely for 
their own ſins. 

4. It is to be underſtood. of Perſons under equal 
circumſtances, when we compare the condition of 
People with each other : not the Nobles of one 


| Nation with the Peaiants of another, nor the 


Princes with.the People ; but every rank and.or- 
_ der 
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der of men with thoſe of the ſame rank and con- 
dition. | 
| | __ And upontheſe terms, we need ne other proof 
| of the truth of this aſſertion, than the inſtance in 
| the Text of the People of {ſradl; which will bet ' © 
| * appear by comparing the ſtate of both Kingdoms | F 
after the Body of the People was broken into the 
Kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah. The Kingdom of Iſr-- 
el by Jeroboams Policy, and for Reaſon ot State, fell 
oft from the Worſhip of thetrue God, and wotſhi p - 
ped the Calves of Dan and Bethel. But did they 
proſper or ſucceed more than the Kingdom of Ju- 
dab? The ten Tribes had a much larger territory, 
yet the Kingdom of Judah was ſtronger and flouriſh- 
| ed more, and continued longer, by 135 years, 
kk. than the Kingdom of Iſrael did; and when they 
were carried into Captivity, the ten Tribes were - 
loſt as totheirname and intereſt among the Peo- 
| ple of 4ſſyria , but the two Tribes were reſtored af- 
ter 70 years Captivity under the Princes of the Line 
of David, If we compare the Kings of Tſrael and 
Judah together ; the Poſterity of David was kept up 
| among the Kings of Judab , but there were nine Fa-- 
miliesin the Kmgdom of [rael ; and bur one ofthem 
| laſted to the fourth Generation, and that was of 
#F- FJebu, whodid ſomething rowards the Reformation 
i of Religion. Ot the eighteen Kings of Iſrael , but 
| eight elcaped dying by the Sword : and it is eaſie 
F to judge how milerable the ſtate of chat People muſt 
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be, under fo many violent changes of 'Govern- 


ment. Among the Kings of fudab thoſe who 
were firmeſt ro the true Rehgion proſpered moſt, 
and the Nation under them enjoyed the greateſt 
peace, or received the greatelt deliverances, as in 
the'dayes of 4a, Jehaſaphat and Hezekiah. If we 
compare the times of the ſame Kings together, we 
ſhall find that while they adhered firmly to God 
and Religion, the Naticn proſpered exceedingly, as 
for a long time under the Reigns of Solomon and 4ſa; 
but when in their old Age they began to warp in 
theirReligionand todecline in their Piety,nothing 
but trouble and confuſjon followed. So true did 
they find the ſaying of FHanani to' Aſa, the eyrs off 
the Lord run to-ard fro throughout the whole earth, to 
ſhew-bimſelf ſtrong # the behalf of them whoſe beart is 
perfett towards him. ' But becauſe he faid, be had 
done fooliſhly in: not relying onthe Lord, but on'the King 
of Syria, therefore, ſaith he, from henceforth thou ſhalt 


have wars. And from that time his Government 


was ynea(ie both to himfelt and his People; when 

he had! impriſoned. the Prophet for reproving 

him. DS . | 
ITI. That there are ſome circumſtances. in the 


fins of a Nation, which do very much portend and 
haſten its Ruine. As, | 


1. When they are committed after more than 
ordinary merciesreceived,{uch asin reaſon ough: 
to keep men moſt from the commiſſion of them, 


as 


- befozethe Honſevf Cammons; 


as greater knowledge of the Will of God than 


other People enjoy; more frequent warnings of 


their danger than others bave had; many. and 
great deliverances which God hath vouchlafed ; 
when none of theſe things, nor all of them toge- 
ther do move a People to repent, they {hew an 
obſtinate and incorrigible temper, and therefore 
God may looner proceed to puniſh them. God 
did not forbear to puniſh other Nations for their 
tranſgreſſions, but he began with his own People, 
For lo I begin to bring. evil on the City which 15 called by 
my name, and ſhould-ye be utterly wipumfhed * The 
d-ſtroymng Angels in Ezekiel, were to begin at the Santtu- 
ary ; Judgement, latth St. Peter, miſt begin at the 
Houſe of God. He draws the line of his Juſtice pa- 
rallel. to that of his \Mercy; and when every 
Mercy is put to the account, and heightens the 
guilt, the ſfumm will ſoon riſe ſo high ro call for 
execution, The Prophet Amos tells Damaſcus, 
and Gaza, and Tyre, and Blom, and Ammon, and Mo- 


ab, that none cf them {hall eſcape being puniſhed 


tor their tranſgreſſions; they need not doubr, the 
Rod would come time enough upon them , bur 
yet God would begin with his ewn Children: 
' Jou only bave 1 known of all the Familtes of. the earth, 
therefore I will puniſh you for all your tmiquities.. Where 
God hath given wonderfu}- marks of his kind- 


nels, and many deliverances time. after time, 


and yet they continue to do wickedly , there is the 
Oreater 


Jer. 28. 


Amos 3, 
> 
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ond realon to expe ſharper and ſ{everer pu- 


nithments. 


2. When they are committed with more than 
ordinary contempt of God and Religion. All 
Ages are bad enough; and every Age 1s apt to 


- complain of ir ſelf, as the worit of any ; becaule 


it knows more ill of ir (elf, than of the foregoing. 
Bur yer there is a difference in the manner of ſin- 
ning ; ſometimes the ſtream of wickednels hides 
its head, andruns under ground, and makes little 
noiſe, although it holds on the lame courſe; at 
other times it ſeems to break forth like a mighty 
torrent asthough it would bear down all before ir, 
as though che fountains of the greatDeep were bro- 
kenup, and Hell were let loole, and the 'riſoners 
there had ſhaken off their chains and come up up- 
onthe earth ; When Atheiſm, Prophanenels and 
all manner of Wickedneſs grow impudent and 
bere-faced;when men do not only neglect Religi- 
on, but reproach and contemn it. Shafl I not wiſit 


Jer. 5.9, jor theſe things , ſaith the Lord, ſhall not my ſoul be 


29. 
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avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? God did forbear 
his People of Judah beyond whart they could have 
expected , waiting for their amendment ; bur 
when they added impudence to their obſtinacy, 
when they made ſport with the Prophets, andturn- 
ed their threatnings into ſongs of mirth and drol-_ 
lery, then the peremprory decree came forth, and 
there waz no hopes to eicape. Hut they mocked the 


meſſengers 


c_ befoze the Houſe of Commons, 39 

' meſſengers of God and deſpiſed bis Words , and miſuſed 

by Proph ts, wntill the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt bis 

Peopie, till ch:re was no remedy There ſtill ſeemed ro 

be tome hopes left will they came to this temper. 

But when they burleſqued the Prophet Jeremiabs Jer. 22, 

words, and turned the expreſſions he uſed into ri 54, 36. 

dicule, crying in contempt, The burden of the Lord, 

which 1s called perverting the words of the living God '* 

when they turned Ezekiels words into pleaſant [o19s , Eg 

and made {port with Gods Judgements, no wonder ;,.x. 

he was ſo highly provoked. Forthere can be no 1» ca 

worſe {ymprom to a people, than to laugh arthe (7... 

only meansto curethem, and it this once/grow runt illos. 

common, it muſt needs make their condition de- VEE 
{perate. For then it comes to Gods turn to mock 
and laugh too; Becauſe I have called and ye have re- 

. fuſed, 1 have ſtretched out my hand and no man regard- 

ed, but ye bave [et at nought all my (omnſel, .and would 2, 
have none of my reproof ; 1alſo will laugh at your calami= 26. 
ty, and mock when your fear cometh. Wo be unto that 


people whom the Almighty takes pleaſure in pu- 
niſhing, 


Prov. 1. 
14s: 


3. Whenthere is an.univerlal degeneracy of all 
ranks and conditions of men. Ido:not meanſuch: 
as 15 common to humane nature, but from the 
particular vertues of their Anceſtors, or a 


comman practice of thole vices which do 
moſt frequently draw down the judgements. of 
God, and. make him, to. have a. controyerſte with a 


Land: 
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Hoſ.4. Land. By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and ſtealing 
' and committing Adultery, they break out, and blood toucherh 
biood, therefore ſhall the Land mourn, It was a ſtrange 
degree of corruption the People of Jeruſalem were 
fallen to before Gcd led them into Captivity , 
when the Prophet Jeremiah uſed thoſe expreſſions 
Jer. 5. 1. to'them,  'Ru ye to and fro in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, 
and fee now and know , and ſeek in the broad places 
thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that execu- 
| teth judgement, that ſeeketh the truth, and't will pardon'it. 
| Could there ever be a fairer or kinder offer than 
| if. 1.5,6- this? But as Tſataþ expreſleth it, the whole bead was 
ſt:k, andthe heart faint , from the ſole-of the foot even 
| unto the bead there is no- ſoundneſs m it, but wounds, and. 
bruiſes, ard putrifying ſores. It feems a very ſtrange _|þ 
i .. paſlage in the Law of Leproſie, that if the Leprofte 
14 Covered all the fleſh, the perſon was to be pronounced clean., 
| but if any raw fliſh appearcd, he was unclean: which it is 
very hard to underſtand, unlels it were that the 
power of infection was then gone.” Such a ſtate 
the /eople of Jeruſalem ſeemed: ro have been in, 
there was no room for infection left, che plague 
þ of Leprofie had ſo over-run them,'that there was 
no ſound part lettin the whole body. ” 


| Thus 1 have conſidered the influence which 
| doing wickedly hath .upon the raine 'of a Nttion, it re- . 
| mains now thavl make Application df thistoour 
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We 
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We have been. ] People that have received 


wonderful Mercies and many ſignal Deliverances 
from Gods hand. Hehath places us ina rich and 


fruicful Land; and hath furniſhed us with' fo 


great plenty, that even that hath been thought 


our burden ; hath bleſſed us with ſuch an increale 
of Trade, that our Merchants far exceed thole of 


Thre both i in Riches and Number. Our Ships of 
«| Frade are like a'Valley of Cedars when they lie ar 
home, and when hey are abroad, they compals 


the earth, and make the.riches ofthe Eaſt and Weſt 


" Tidies to meet in our Streets. And-fince like the 
Prince of Tyre, our ſeat is mn the midſt of . the Seas, God 


hath ecreby ſecured us from ſuch ſudden | in- 


roads and invaſions of foreign Enemies as many 


of our Neighbour Countries do groan under at. this 
day: where the miſeries of War are felt: before 
 theyare ſeen;and thole who thought themſelves at 


eale and quiet, may be' ſurpriſed 1 in their Beds, and 


 beforethey are aware of it may themſelves and Fa- 
milies, and Goods, and Houſes and Country be all 


burnt a confunced rogerher. Bur God hath com- 
pailed us about with adeep Sea and 1 large Chan - 
nel, and given us {uch a powerful Navy as may be 


both 2 Detence at home and a Terror abroad. 
As to our Civil Conſticution, if we conſider the 


admirable Temper of our Government, the Ju- 


itice and Wiſdom of our Laws, andthe greacnels 


of our Liberties, we have no reaſon to envy the 
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condition of any people upon earth. And after 
all our inteſtine broils and. contuſtons which our 
ſins had brought upon. us, God was pleaſed in a. 


moſt ſurpriſing manner, without War or blood- 


ſhed, to our great (atisfaQion and the amazement 
of the world, to reſtore our Soveraign to his 
Throne, our Church and People to their juſt 
Rights and Liberties. And while our Neighbour 

Nations have lamentably ſuffered under all the 
diſmal effects of a laſting War, he hath enlarged. 


our Trade, continuedour Peace, and thereby in- 


_ creaſed our proſperity, after we had ſmarted un- 


der a dreadful Fire and. a. raging Peſtilence. 
T hus far all.chings tend ſtill ro. make us a happy 


Naction, it. we did know and value our own. bap- 


pines. 


But that which above all other things ſhould. 
make us{o, hath. been the great Occaſion of our 
Trouble,and.is ftill of our Fears,and that is Religi- 
wi, And yet in this reſpect we have advantages 
above any other Nation in the Chriſtian World, ha- 
ving a Church reformed with ſo much Wiſdom, and. 
Moderation as to avoid the. dangerous extreams an __ 
both ſides. But even this hath enraged our Adver- 
{aries of the Roman Church, and made them the 
more reſtleſs ro deſtroy. it ; and to ſlick at no- 


- means which they. thought might tend to its ruine. 


2. Blefſed Jeſus \. that ever thy Holy Name ſhould 
be a{flumed by Traytars and Murderers ; or that the 


promoting. 


promoting thy true Religion ſhould be made the 


colour for the moſt wicked practiſes! 
Not that the pure and peaceable Rligio:1 of Jeſus 


Chriſt doth ſowre and imbitter the Spirits of Men 
towards each other, or diſpoſe them to malice, 


hatred, revenge and cruelty ( ſome of the worſt 
paſſions of humane nature ) or tothe accompliſh- 
ing theirown ends by ſecret conſpiracies and open 
violence, by treachery and falſhood, by Marders 
and Aſſ «/;nations, either on the Mimiſters of Juſtice, 
or on the moſt merciful and beſt natured of Kmngs. 
But Be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens, and tremble O Earth, 
that haſt brought forth ſuch a Generation of 
Vipers who are continually making their way 
through the Bowels of their Mother, and as we 
have reaſon to believe have defigned to deſtroy the 
Father of their Country. If theſe be the kind 
embraces of one that pretends to be the Mothers 
Church, if this be the paternal affe&ion of the H1- 
ly Father at Rome, if this indeed be zeal for the Catho- 
lick Cauſe, if this bethe way to reconcile us to their 
Communion, have we not great reaſon to be fond 
of returning into the Boſom of ſuch; a Church. 
which may ſtrangle-us as ſoon as it gers us within 
her Arms? But there are ſome whole cencern- 
ment it is, to make men believe there wasno luch 
dangerous plot intended; Imeddle not with that 
evidence which lies"betore yon, but there is one 
notorious circumſtance obvious to all perſons, 
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and ſufficient to convince any, which is the hor- 
rid Murther aQuually committed; on! one of his 
Majeſties Juſtices of Peace, in cold. blood, with great 
contrivance and deliberation. Do men imbrue 
their. hands in blood for nothing,?-- Why. no other 
Perſon, why at ſuch atime, why in ſuch. a man- 
ner? There was a Reaſon for all this; he hadra- 

ken the examinationg he knew too much to be ſuf- 
 fered tolive, and they hoped by his death to ſti- . 
fle his. evidence, and to affrighten' others frem: 
ſearching too far ; and they managed that matter 
fo, as though they had a-mind-to convince the: 
World, they had no other end intaking away his: 
Jife., but to prevent a. further Diſcovery. - And: 
they whom his Death doth- not convinee, neither 
would they be convinced, though be ſhould riſe agaift 
from the Dead. RT” 

Crod forbid that we ſhould charge ſuch barba- 
rous cruelties, ſuch wicked conſpiracies, ſuch hor- 
rid deſigns og alk who live tn:the Communion of thar: 
Church ; but we muſt diſtinguifh berween the ſedi: 
ced party who are not thought fit ro: be truſted 
with ſuck things, for feartheir Conſciences check. 
at them, and their good nature diſcloſe them, and. 
the buſie AGive Fathion,who are always reſtleſs and-- 
deſigning, and a@ by fiich-Maxims of Morality as the. 
more” ſober. and modeſt. Heathens wauld-abhor: 
What hath this Party of men been doing among, 
us this laſt hundred of years and more, but plotting . 

CONs, 


, 


conſpiracies, 'infliming our differences, betraying 


our liberties, keightning oar diſcontents, 'and in 


{hort,undermining the'Foundarions bottr of ourGo. 


vernment, and Religion ? And ſhall fuch men always 
triumph char rhey are too hard for our Laws ? and 


that like the Canaanites. and Jebuſites to the Childien 


of Iſrael, they will ſtil be' as [conrees in onr ſides, and 
thorns in onr «zes? Tf theſe things muſt be, t hope 
God dehiphis it: tor £0 deftroy'ws ar laft by them, 


butt am fare irdotlt provi” alif try is ,” whether we 
wilt bearken to the Commandments of the Lord, orto the. 


vain, Traditions of Men. : '- 
g 


© God krtows, I ſpeak nor thefe'things out of any 


matice or ill will tothe Perfons of any, for, thatT 
may.uſe St. Paul's words, My bearts defire and prayer 
to God for them all is, that they might be faved. And al-- 
5, Yer my hopes are, 


though I cannot bear them witneſs,” 
ſome even of theſe may think they have a zeal. for 


Jol. 23. 
13. 


God 'n all this, but we are ſure'i #5 not- according to 


knowledge. Such a. blind zeal as the Jews had, who 


when they killed the Apoſtles, thought they did God good | 


ſervice. But it isfo furious, fo inbumane, ſo un- - 


chriſtian a zeal,that it is charity to them, as well as - 


» 4% 


neceſlary-care of our beg ſafety, to keep them - 


from a Capacity of 
milchief.- 


themſelves and others - 


_ But beforel conclude, the Text ſuggeſts tous : 
three things, very pertinentto the dutyof this Day; | 


which I ſhall briefly. recommend to your conſide- 


Tation.. 1.: Mat 
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1, Matter .of, humiliation for our fins, as they 
have an influence upon the Nations ſuffering. 
- _ 2. Matter of Advice, Only fear the Lord, and ſerve 
him in truth, and with all your beart, © 
3+ Matter of encouragement , For, confider, what great 
things he hath done for you.; ITT = 9 i 
| 1. Mater of Humiliation, for -our fins. Which 
have been many and great, and aggravated by all | 
the Mercies, and Deliverances which God hath vouch-, 
ſafed ro us; and theefore hemay. be juſtly pro- 
voked to puniſh us, proportionably. to the mea-: 
fares of our ingratitude and diſobedience. Ler us, 
lay our-hands upon our hearts this day, and ſe- 
riouſly conſider what requital we have made to the Lord 
for all the benefits he: hath 7 ev %pou-u5 *. For the 
Light of his "Truth, the” Purity of his Worſhip, 
the Power of his Grace, the frequency of his Sa-. 
craments, theinfluences of his Spirit, and the con- 
tinuance hitherto of our eſtabliſhed Religion, in 
ſpire of all oppoſition whatſoever. But have we. 
not been guilty of coo much lighting, that Truth, 
neglecting that Worſhip, reſiſting that Grace, con-. 
remning thoſe Sacrarnents,. quenching that Spi-- 
rit; and of roo great coldneis and indifferency 
about matters of Religion > I do nor' fear thar 
ever the Church of Rome ſhould prevail among us 
by ſtrength of Realon, or force of Argument, 
with all its ſpecious colours and pretences, unleſs 
i Þc among thole, who underſtand neither one, 
| nor 


_ befozetheHonſe'of' Commons, 

nor the other Religion; but if men be looſe in 
their principles, and unconcerned about Religion 
in general, there will 'nort be courage and con- 
 Rancy enough to keep it out. I do much more 
fear Popery coming in at the back-door of Atheiſm 
and Prophaneneſs; than under all its falſe and de- 
 ceitful pretences of niv:rfality and Inf allibility, And 
this thoſe have been aware of,,who: have been ſo 


induſtriouſly ſowing among us the ſeeds of Irreli= 


gion; knowing, that if men be unconcerned as to 
all Religion, they will never have the courage to 
' oppoſe any; hut will be ſure to clofe with the 
prevailing, fide. Next to this, I know no greater 
advantage thar they take againſtus, than from the 
' nnnatural 'heats and unchriſtian diviſions which 
"have been among us. If men were wiſe they 
would conſider, at leaſt in this our day , the things 
which do belong to our Peace. How can menanſ{wer 


it-at the great day, if in ſuch acritical time as this 


is, they ſtand upon little: niceries and punS$i- 


hos of Honour rather than Conſcience, -or upon» 
keeping up the intereſts of their ſeveral Parties and. 


do not thoſe things which themſelves think they 


lawfully may dorowards an Union with us ?-I pray: 
God, the continuance of thele breaches may. not 
look like-an argument of Divine Infatuation.upon. 
us. But whatcan we lay to that looleneſs and: 


debauchery of manners, to. that- riot and: lux- 


ury, tothat wantonnels.and prophanenels, to that: 
| | faſhion: 
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Faſhion of cuſtomary (wearing, .and  Atbejtick 
- ' Drollery, which.have betn, fo' much. and. ſo juſtly 
: complained of ,among us# Lhqpe thtere are many 
thoulandsat this day in England, whoſe ſouls abhor 
the abominations that are :commutted , .and who, mayrn in 
ſecret for them, and therefore our cale.may not be ſo 


\ 1 , 


 deſperateasthat of Jeruſalem was. May we all this 
_ day ſo heartily;repenr, of all, thete.follies, and im- 
-pieties, that the Caule.of our Fears: which our 
| lins give us being removed, we may, hearken 
(2.) ;To.the mater of Adwce, hexe given, Only to 
fe.r tre Lord and.to.ſerve him in Truth, ard.with all ogr 


beart. 
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him more. to leave a Pegple,to. their own coun- 

lels, than falſe heartednels in Religion and Hy- 

-.pocrilie do. For the Hypocrie thinks to pur a 

trick upon God Almighty ; and while he {eemsto 

— .#b* carry it fairrowards him, he isdealing underhand 


| for 


| forhis own ſecurity another way : And God is 
then concerned in honour teletthe world ſce he 
will not be mocked , for he knows how to take- the 
crafty in their own devices , and very often brings to 
nought the moſt politick ferches of ſelf-defign- 
ing men. For when men ſeek themſelves and nct 
the honour of God or Religion, but are ready to 
betray what ought to be dearer than their lives, 
for ſome mean and private intereſts of their own, 
they- are oft-times {o far from compaſſing their 
ends, that they become the Scorn and Reproach 
of men. Butif men preſerve their integrity, and 
bold faſt to the thing that #s right, - they preſerve 
their honour, even among their enemies, and ei- 
ther eſcape troubles , or have the comfort of a 
good Conſcience under them, and however things 
happen to them fora while, they are ſure to have 
peace at the laſt. 
3. Laſtly, Here js matter of incouragement. For 
conſider what great things he bath done for you. When 
Jacob was ſent into Egypt, and your Fathers cryed unto 


the Lord, then the Lord ſent Moſes and Aaron which 


brought cur Fathers out of Fgypt and made them dwell in 
this place. When their fins had brought them in- 
to great diſtreſles afrerwards, gnd they cryed unto the 
Lord and confeſſed their ſins, then the Lord raiſed up 
Terubbaal and Bedan , and Fepthah , and Saumel, and 
delivered you out of the hand of your enemues on every 


ſide, 
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A-Falt-Serif:0uprefichis Now! 13; 


fide, and you dwelled ſafe. Now. conſider, theſirite: 


(Tod who did thoſerhings, can doas grear for you. 
ti}l; for his Power, and Wifſdonr, and Goodnefs. 
are the [ame, and therefore you Have the greateft 
reaſon to. put your truſt. in him. ar all times, 
ſince he never forſakes them that jeck him. 
Bleſſed be God that we have this day a farther ar- 
gument for us to fear and ferve him it truth, and with all 
e#r beart, by confidering what great things be hath done for 
48. Many deliverances hath he wrought for us time 
after time, for which we ought till to be thank- 
ful, fince we yer enjoy the benefic of them. Bit: 
the memory: of former deliverances was aloft: 
worm out with many, and ſome began to-queffion 
whether ſuch holy and tanocent men” as the Fa: 
thers of the Society. could: be guilty -of fack korrid. 
conſpiracies; fomerwere {o perfwaded of their Loy- 
alty, that the Vipers ſeemed to have changed their. 
natures andto have loſt their teeth, and to be a ver 
toft and innocent kind of Creatures Infomch,” 
that they were hardly brought to believe there 
could be a plot among them, eſpecially of fo. 
horrid a nature as this appears mere and'more to. 
have been,: whenſuch aviperous brood were ſuf- 
tered not only to lye quiet tn the Shade, burto. 
{port themſelves inthe Sun, and roenjoy the free- 
dom of their own retreats. But God doth bring to. 


11ght the hidden things of darkneſs by ſuch wayes 
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and(forclag hr; That white we have the cointorr, [8 
alone .rhay! bavecche glory? of out deliverance: 
Bur yet. methinks we ftand as it were upon the 
briak ofa mighty. Precipice, which is f& full of 
horror, that we tremble to look down from it; 
we are at preſent held up by a ttonig hand, but as 
by one ſingle thread, and can we then think our 
ſelves ſecure from ſo great a danger ? 

Bleſſed be God for that Unanimity, that Zeal, 
that Courage, that Conſtancy You have hitherto 
fhewed in the maintenance of our Church and Re- 
ligton 5. but there is fo much Yer to.be. done for a 
Firm Eſtabliſhment of it to all Generations ( which 
now by his Majeſties Gracious Favour 1s put into 
Your hands.) as calls for all our Prayers, and your 
particular Care, leſtif this opportunity be let {lip, 
You never have {uch another. 

T his ſeems to be an Honowr. reſerved for this 
Parliament, as.the (town and Glory, of all your en- 
dzavours for the Publick Good: 


ax ſhefvihrs Providence, more-th xn- onr prudence 


Go on then , 


to raiſe up this Monument to your Eternal Fame. 


This will. nor only make you beloved and efteem- 


ed by the prelent Age, bur this will endear your: 
Memories to Poſterity, and make Ages to come riſe up. 


and call this a Happy SeſSion. 


Bur leſt our fins ſhould yer hinder us from ſo: 
greata Bleſiing, We have great reaſon to humble. 
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ſins which may yer provoke 
and by Faſting and Prayer to-implore his Mercy ; 
that he would go on to;preſerve his:Majeſties Per- 
{on from all violent attempts., our” Church and 


= 


%. 


our ſelves before God this day, to bewail thoſe 
im to puniſh us; 


Religion from all the deſigns of its enemies, and 


deliver us all from Unreaſonable and Wicked Men. 
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